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Welcome to our June newsletter for 2014.

Welcome to Eco Barge’s second newsletter for 2014. The
temperamental weather over the last few months has made

barge trips difficult, with only five marine debris removal trips

being possible since the start of May. Despite these difficulties
we were still able to finalise our Everyone’s Environment Grants

and Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation projects with some of

the results provided below. We have also had four turtles in care,
with the beautiful ‘Delilah’ who kept us incredibly busy and eating
us out of house and home, consuming 60 squid a day and we
are happy to report has now been released back into the
beautiful Whitsunday waters will a full bill of health and a very full
tummy.

LATEST ECO BARGE NEWS

We would like to firstly say a big thank you to Whitsunday Escape
for their generous donation towards our Eco Barge Public Fund
with all donations going directly into the running of the
Whitsunday Marine Debris Removal Program or the Whitsunday

Turtle Rescue Centre.

With the end of the financial year approaching we would also like
to take this opportunity to remind everyone that Eco Barge is a

registered environmental organisation with Deductible Gift
Receipt Status, meaning that any donations over $2 are fully tax

deductible.

WHITSUNDAY MARINE DEBRIS REMOVAL
PROGRAM

Five marine debris removal trips have been run since March, with

four of these focusing on the hotspot locations for our project with
the Lord Mayors Charitable Foundation. The final trip was run

thanks to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority to show

a group of Australia Awards Fellows from Mexico the impacts of
marine debris in the Whitsunday region.

20 marine debris removal trips have therefore been run for the
year, with a total of 4,164 kilograms of marine debris being

removed from the Whitsunday region so far in 2014.

WHITSUNDAY TURTLE RESCUE CENTRE

We have had another two more turtle success stories as we

released the green turtle Clayton on the 11th of April. This little
turtle was bursting to be released after being taken out to

Trammel Bay, opposite of Long Island.

We have now also released our large female adult green turtle,
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Delilah on Friday the 13th of June. Delilah came into our care on

the 24th of April after she was discovered in Pioneer Bay
suffering from floating syndrome and boat strike by Whitsunday

Jet Ski Tours. She had an amazing recovery period and was

eating 60 squid a day!

We also received Destiny, another juvenile green turtle on the

2nd of June. She was found on Midge Point beach suffering from
Fibropapilloma, a horrible viral disease that is unfortunately

impacting many green turtle populations around the world.
Destiny was only in care at the Centre for three days before being

transported to Cairns to receive the best care possible with

Jennie Gilbert at the Cairns Turtle Rehabilitation Centre on Fitzroy
Island.

Then we had Talep a juvenile green sea turtle come into our care
on the 10th of June from Midge Point and was in a very weak

state, Talep sadly died as this poor turtle was too weak to lift his

head to even breath we are suspecting he had fluke (a parasite)
in his brain. This turtle will be necropsied at a later day to try and
find out what was the cause of his death.

If you do ever see an injured or distressed marine turtle on land

or at sea please phone the RSCPA Qld stranding hotline on
1300 ANIMAL (264 625) and the details will be passed onto Eco
Barge so that their trained team can respond.

MACKAY COASTAL CLEAN UP

The fourth Mackay Coastal Clean Up was held on the weekend of

24 and 25 May and thanks to BMA HPX3 project, all our
supporters and beach adopters, as well as the Mackay and
Sarina community, the event was a huge success! A total of 291

volunteers joined us over the weekend to remove 3,556
kilograms of marine debris, which is a fantastic result.

The following ten beaches between Louisa Creek and Cape
Palmerston were targeted over the weekend, with the northern

beaches in Mackay being the focus of the next event on 18 and 19
October 2014.

Louisa Creek Beach 

Adopted by COAL PORT COMMUNITY & RECREATION
ASSOCIATION
Half Tide Beach 
Adopted by CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS AUSTRALIA

Salonika Beach 
Adopted by MACKAY REGIONAL COUNCIL AND
ALLIGATOR CREEK STATE SCHOOL

North Mick Readys 
Adopted by AURECON
Mick Readys 

Adopted by MACKAY LAND ROVER CLUB INC.
Mick Ready Point Beach 
Adopted by ECO BARGE CLEAN SEAS

Campwin Beach 
Adopted by NEWSXPRESS SARINA
Sarina Beach 
Adopted by SARINA SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB

Armstrong Beach 
Adopted by SARINA LANDCARE MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATION

Cape Palmerston 
Adopted by QUEENSLAND PARKS AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE AND MACKAY DISTRICT 4WD CLUB

The Clean Up was also proudly supported by:

Mackay Regional Council



Kapow Interactive

Zinc FM
Seven Local News
Standout Public Relations

The Rotary Club of Mackay North Inc

The Mackay Coastal Clean Up is an initiative of Eco Barge and
the BHP Billiton Mitsubishi Alliance (BMA) Hay Point Coal
Terminal Expansion Stage 3 (HPX3) project, designed to bring

people together to improve the condition of the ocean and
beaches of the Mackay region. In total, the Mackay Coastal
Clean Up has been responsible for removing 15,978 kilograms

of marine debris and land-based litter from beaches in Mackay
and Sarina!

OTHER PROJECTS IN BRIEF

The Everyone’s Environment Grants project ‘Increasing the
involvement of the Whitsunday community in removing marine

debris’ provided funding for 24 marine debris removal trips, 12 of
which focused on the removal of underwater marine debris with
Order of the Underwater Coral Hereos (O.U.C.H). Two trips were

also included to involve students from Proserpine High School to
allow these students to see first-hand the impact of marine
debris in the region. The project achieved the following:

4,072 kilograms of marine debris removed through beach

trips, with 87 volunteers involved
734 kilograms of underwater marine debris removed, with
the involvement of 75 volunteer divers

12 count and sort days, involving 84 volunteers
82,915 pieces of marine debris removed from
Whitsunday region
Bottle tops/lids and plastic drinking bottles combined

accounted for almost 40% of recognisable debris items

The Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation project ‘Mapping marine
debris hotspots in the Whitsunday region’ allowed us to return
to five hotspot locations three times each at 3-4 month intervals
to analyse the rates of marine debris accumulation. The project

provided funding for 10 marine debris removal trips, with an
additional five trips being possible thanks to our 2013
partnership with BHP Billiton Mitsui Coal (BMC) and combined
with the previous hotspot research thanks to Caring for our
County has allowed us to obtain a more comprehensive
understanding of the incidence of marine debris across the
Whitsunday region. The following amazing results were obtained:

15 beach marine debris removal trips, removing 3,666
kilograms and involving 91 volunteers
8 count and sort days, involving 55 volunteers
96,612 pieces of marine debris removed from
Whitsunday region
Bottle tops/lids accounted for an amazing 46% of all
recognisable debris items!

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNER
(Department of National Parks, Recreation, Sports and Racing)

Some wonderful work is being done on Raine Island the
breeding ground for the world's largest population of threatened
green turtles, and the issues threatening their survival.

To watch this wonderful clip by Sir David Attenborough on the
plight of our largest known Green Sea Turtle Nesting Ground on
Raine Island please click on the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azZANbzklTA
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MARINE DEBRIS REMOVED FROM THE 
WHITSUNDAY ISLANDS SINCE JULY 2009

=

AMOUNT

111,183 kilos

Phone 07 4946 5198 
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Fax 07 4948 0986 
PO Box 804, Airlie Beach Qld 4802
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